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oA AGENT EDWINWILSON
TALKS ABOUT HIS MYSTERIDUS,

3

"} o the CIA, heis arogue, anagent for.
no one but himsell. To the FBi,heisa ..
much-wanted fugitive trom justice. But -
10 the fanatical; outlaw regime of Lib~-  §=
ya's Col. Mu.ammar.Oaddaﬁ, EdwinP.
Wilzon;53,1sa precious ally. By his-

 jown accaunt, Wilson is nothing more-
fthanavery successlul middlemanin -
‘| Libya's import-export trade. Yethe has:
also served to whet Qaddali's appetite
for military adventure by supplying
airplane mechanics and pilots for th
Libyan Air Force. Thereis mounting
evidence, moreover, that his activitias,
have been not only unsavory butuns -
tawful as well. A tour-count federal in-:,
dictment handed down in Washington’
jast year charges that Wilson and busi- - a
ness partner Frank Terpil, another for-" § . tended tobring down a jumbaojet as an
mer CIA agent, supplied Qaddafi’s - < ¢ e, g 2 3 . incontrovertible demonstration of ter- .
government with explosives, in viola=" - N B =7 2% . - rorist might. Another of Wilson'sfor- |

. mer employees, ex-Green Beret Eu- - ‘

' cThere is an unmistakable sir.of imrigue
 about Mr. Wiison and his operations,” ob~
serves }ntowimwer PoterMaial o3y, left.

R R H

' Kevin Mulcahy, has charged that Wil |’
- son attemptedtobuya ground-ié-air
" . Redeye missile for Libya. Mulcahy -
‘speculates that the weapon wasin-

- tion of a federal arms shipment siat- R er ¢
'* ute. They are also accused of conspir-- £z gene Tatoya, is currently on triatin, .
ing with a group of Guban exilesto . e S Colorado for shooting a Libyan dissi-
B ~% . dent there; Tafoya allegedly hid out afi

assassinate anenemy of Qaddafiin -~
Egypt. " am innocent of alithe L S ter the shooting in a house nearLon-
chatges,” says Wilson, but for the mo- - .“He's done nothing to hurt thell.S” .~ dom which belongs to Wilscn. John )
ment he is ramaining in Libya, among - :* The 11.S. government disagrees, the @ Anthony Stubbs,aBiitish pilothired b
trisnds, “Mr Wiison s a fineman,” = StateDepartmenthas called Wilson's - Wilson to fly cargo planesin Libya's .|
says Libyd's shis of inteliigence, Abds mission to Libya :‘raprshe_nsib!e." Ons . waronChad,claims that Wilsonis the
uliah Banuah Qaddais protherdnaw. - of hisformer husiness asscciates, - Supply inchpin of Qaddatl's training
' [ . R Rt N ‘t i Lo 12 t.’v. c . N e e . ! -
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program for international terrorists. ~ length about the shadowy years that ** the border fightinginwhich Chad guerril- | - *
£d Wilson’s background hardlysug- _ followed. Then last month he invited ' '”“Mﬁ"?’q”"”m' o
gests a traitor in the making. Afarm free-lance journalist Peter Malatesta’ . L L R

4 boy fror Nampa, tdaho, he graduated .- tospend 10days with him in Tripoli. :
*. " % from the University of Portiand into the . Malatesta is no stranger to complex
" U marine Corps during the Korean War. . "men. He has been an aide to Vice-
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_ wife and two sons live in the U.S., and,
given the islamic prohibitions against

.. Four years later he joined the CIA. Un- President Spiro Agnew, a business. " drinking and nightclubbing, hismain. -
. 111971, he says, he served asa “low- . partner of former Korean lobbyist pleasures are imported American - -
levél operative,” then switchedtoa Tongsun Park and an owner of Pisces, - food, novels, history books and video-
" navalinteliigence team monitoring ... - an exclusive private club in George- taped adventure films. ' -
RN ‘yveapons movements.aroundthe - .- town.Heisthe author of Party Politics, - The interview which foliows ishardl'y . ‘
T wotld, Somehow, even belore leaving -~ an examination of the social side of. forthcoming; Wilson's responses
government service in 1975, hewas Washington to.be pulblished thisspring  throughout arerigorously self-serving. |. : -
. doing well enough financlallytobuya’ by Prentice-Hzll. His next projectisa Yetin his portrayal of aninnocentbusi- | %
* 2,000-acre Virginia farm currentiyval-  book about Wilson. . -+ pessman wrongly accusad by disgrun-~

¢ ved at Some $9 million. R Malatesta found his subject’s lite to tied employees, Wilson does reveal

Until now Wiison has neverialkedat  be -~ !éggly one. Wilson's estranged himself, howeverunwitlingly. -~ - | -
’ : T . . ’ . ’ T . ’ IRURRY V21N wﬁﬂ '
et IR
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On f;iwi Jor atternpied murder of s Libyan
.". di:ts! ' ',&X-G"M amgzugam Tafo)'-"
Bayy thal Wileon slilt owes him 535,000,

SRl G + L2 AL i Agmicy

, . C ,
You have been called a traitor. How do
you feel about that? = - . . S

! haven't done anything to hurt the - .
United States. | have always consid-

ered myself tobe aloyaland good- . - - !

American. If there were 1o be a war be- -

tween Libya and the U.S., I'd definitely

. fight on the United States’ side. The
Libyans understand and respaectms -
- for that. | don't think it's wrong to work

- in Libya, and | don’t think that anyone - - -
should be considered to be against the -
Unitsd States because they work here.
My import-export company is a legiti- -

- mate, honest business.

But the U.S. government is clearly
&t odds with Colonel Cadcafi’s
- govemment. . i T o
it's not my problsrn. I'm a business-
man. ! déii't Sare to gat into politics. In
years fiast Libya and the U.S. have
 been friéhds. 'm hopeful that this
© agaln will be the Ease, ARter all, wo're -
still Biiying thelr ofl, aren't wa?

How did you gatinveived with Libya?
Hfirst came here with Frank Terpil, a
former CIA agent who, by the way, |
had never known In the agency. We
metat a party in 1978, and he told me
about Libya. At the time | was tirsd of
Washington se | decided to came down
here and see what ] could do. | broke

)
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" connectiens holp you in business?

. .

ber 76

retations with Terpil in Dece:

and 've not seen him since, excepttor =
_achance mesting in a hote! in Geneva .-
" twoyears ago. | found his personality- -
" was definitely on the paranoid side and _ L . (
" Howdifficult was it for you to establish -

that he had tendencies to make bom-:

bastic statements that were nottrue.l ¢
‘.~ saw a potential in Libya to do business’

and!set out on my own. I've had noth-
~ ing to do with Terpil since. . N

Two high-rarking CIA agents were fired

inApri} 1977 because of their associa~

tion with you and Tetpil, Did your CIA .

Junequivocally deny that. Asa mat-

‘ter of fact, in my business thatistanta- -

mount to losing any credibility thave,
since the ClA isknown to be aleaky or-

: ganization, where information flows - )
- outasfastasit flowsin. The last offi~ .

cial contact ! had with the agerncy was

when I resigned in 1971. A number ot -

[ .
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‘contact, but businesswisa L have not.

_ready had a contract with the Libyan |

' wereto be used with booby traps, -~
- Whenthese timers ware purchased,
-.the State Department had no restric- - ;.
" tions on shipment or sale of thiskindof | -
. electronic equipment. e

Butyor'rs aé_cused of sz}ppi ying in’jra .

~ my former associates have askedme |

forajob or to help them outorloan ~_
them money. Saocially I've had some ' -

VPP TS

abusinessinLibya? Se e
Ididn’t have to do a thing. Terpil ak- . ;

3

government to furnish timers, whicn ..

with American explosives. .

Iwas involved only with the timers,
which were perfectlylegal and wsre to
be used only for training purposes. The
newspapers hava grossly exaggarat-
ed the numb;r,.saying thecontract . J

. ,CONTINUEDL_“j -_; o
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Secunty at tho Fcrt CQillns, Colo. court-

. called for 300,000 to 500,000. 1 never -

A' heard of those orders; maybe Terpil
- -did. The actual order was for 300 to
L 400 : :

R ' ‘u.“?

G you, pleaded §u:lty and spefnt four
months in prison=has | testified that yoir

- were also inv3ived i the deaf to supp!y =
".". take Its invasion of Chad. How do you
" respond to that?

. explosives 15 LiB; iz

 ldon’t Ko w what Mr. Brower clalms._.
. He was conieatad by Frank Tarplito .

provide exptosives jor the tralning
‘projects in Libya. The Libyans gave
Brower an import license; after that, It

was his responsibliity to clear the ship--

ment in the United Statas with the
proper authorities and to make any -

-other arrangements necessary for - '
shipping. lintroduced him athisre- -

Areother Aniencans besides your
‘ recruits mvolved inthe Lib, yen -

Tafoya says his attack on Faysa! Zagaiiai
{left, in court) came on U.S, government

=g ordors to “siap him around alittlebit.,”

. quest to the peopl'e here who contract

{or such stuff and he was on his own
irom that time on.

' .Yourformerassomate Kevaulcah y

charges that you not only sold munitions

- to the Libyans but also tried to purchase -

aRedeye missile for thern.
Thatis totally untrue. Ineversawa

"' Redeye missile and never sold one or
any other arms from the United States -
" theuseof explosives? -

or any equipment embargoed by the

 United States atany time. ltisbeyond

me why the press will take some casu- -

"< al, paranoid comment from a disafieci-

_. ed former employee who was probably

44 ~ terminated for incompetence and prlnt
4 .Itasthe truth o .

B How many jer and hehcopterp)lots are -
< roomis tight for the trial of Tafoya, who' S i :
~claims he was acling forthe CIA,. .-

you providing to Libya?
- We gave up the contracts on both

L _operanons retroactive to Oct. 1 be- -

~.cause the Libyans are now quite capa--'-
- ble of flying and maintaining theirown
. ' planes. All the Britons and Americans

are now gone. Over the past five years

., we have employed somewhere be-
: o "’ tween 150 and 200 people, about haif -
Jerome Brower—who was lndlcted wl ‘h .

of them Amencan.

.-

-': It has been ,ald that without yourhezo,

Libya would have been unable to under-

“The Libyans' problems with Chad

o have nothing to do with me.

govemment? - .
Y wouldn't know.  know very few

* Americans here. Most of my frienids

are Libyans.’

!.
S
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S isitirus the t/ou ha /eanhsderean

" and.we put them through a special 40-- |

" - of supplies by parachute and that kind

- tralning terrorists.

© . and tradmg company

: is this n‘he comgan y thar was recnllrmg

\.-/

Beretstotrain ferronsts inLibya?
Firstof all, 12t me say | wouldn't
know a terrorist it | saw one. 've never’
seennor heard of any kind of that ac-
fivity, and I've traveled freely all over
Libya. Since the Justice Department
hasinterviewed a numberof former . 1.

- Gre®en Berets who have worked for me,

they know I've never trained anyoneta | &

be a terrorist. (PR . S

" Thenwhat takes place inthe campin
Benghazi, where ex-GreenBeretsare -
training Libyans? X

Benghaziis your basic N‘arme-lme L

_boot camp. We take Libyan draftees—-

raw, young, some barely teenagers—

-to 50-day operationscourse.itcon- = - | ..
sists of map reading, how to operatea i '

radio, squad and platoon praclices,
bayonet drill, marksmanship, hand-to=
hand combat, first ald, aerial delivery .

of stuff. There are fouror five former
Green Berets there. Butlet me say,'l‘m
-sick and tired of-hearing about hov. 'm

e

Are the Lisyan trainees involved with :' '

Yes, there's about 12 hours of traln-
ing in basic demolition, the kind that .
would be used to blow up bndges.
roads or trees

_ Whathappens to these L:byans after
they are trained? Do they go abroad? .
. After training they continue in the ':
leyan Army as soldiers. They go, |
guess. wherever the army goes.

¥
Sy
3
.

How would you descnbe the bucmes
youdahere? BT S
Well, | represent OSI-SA an import- 1
export business in Tripoli. I'm very ac- °
tive in the oil-service business provid- - ,
. ing equipment like bits, tools and spare '
.parts. We just signed a large contract ' .
to supply military uniforms. I'm current- . |-
ly dealing with a South Korean con~ '
_struction firm specializing ininter- * ;.
national trade—petrothemicals,
-electrenics, textiles and that sort of
thing.I'm also doing business witha . |
large Western European steel and pipe’
. company and an ltalian construction -

. pilots and mechanics for the Libyan Atr N
Force? :
No, that's another company wh:ch Is




L L'byan troops camed pdsiers of Daddaﬁ

. Whatere your dealingswith Qaddafi? .. -

as they marchad on Chadiast Decomber;
two waaks ago thay begana wn!hdrawal.

- Ihave never met Colonel Qaddafi,

Y andihave never operated at his lavel. |

L Loonld Bra.hhov gmxod O:dda" onan .

: to undorstand leyay" saya thon.

" ownad by Middle East stockholders

~ who want to remain anonymous. It

. takes alot of capitalto operate here, |
- s0 ¥ had to have some backers.

i nesswithLibya comato youas ER
LAY middlemasn? : .

. 1have the proper staff the telexes,

villa. it's pretty elemantary—i'm able

to set up the appolntments they need. I

know how to get things done here, and
that's what they re lookmg for

Are there many other compames here m
. theimport-export business? o
S No, not really. Because of na!mnal-
ization, my company Is one of the few
that is still doing bqslne'ss inLibya.

Xa

T

- -he'simproved the quality ot life here a

- great deal. On every level, whether

! ~it's agncultural industrial, political or
“cultural, the Libyans are a lot better of. o

- ithen. they were betore. I ve never seen
L Aprilvisit toTnpou.“ThoU.S.doov:’ttry . e

T W‘mns yaurcun*enf)ncome’ '

7 . Swiss-based. The name Is SCF MO. It s '_'5"swer that question? Let me just say

" Isworth somewhere around $9 million

<. Or s, :

i the phengs, éind offizes available in the S ‘

. Frank Terp;lsays thaf you andhebnbed

- mambers of the American miiitary com-
- mandIn iran to facili tate amms sales to

< - that eountry. Did you? -

. admire what he has done for his peo-

ple in the way of economic progress in
the last 10 years. Ha has bettered the
standard of living of the common peo- -
ple, even down to the Bedouins. | think

a baggar here ‘

Would any other businessman an-

this: I've paid my income taxes every -

- year, in the six figures. You know, aguy -
- could getintoreal trouble If he doesn't

" pay his taxes. That's serious stut?. You

.. don’tmess around with the IRS. I've- - -

Whydoforelgncompamesdomgbus;- " been lucky In my real estate dealsin = -

Virginia and I suppose that my property

That Is absolutely untrue. | paid off

- nobody. I made one trip to Iran with
. Terpil and he introduced me to a man
.- named David. | heard thathewas an .
. agent for the KGB and | dropped the. -
) Awhole matter quickly.. . -

.

.
o
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_ Youhave been accused of selling sensi.- -

‘How did you get invelved with Euqeno ; .

B rets, 75 orso; whom we hired at one

' astrange character. In fact, lonly
© by ihe Libyans to assassinate that stu- |

.activity, was not a party toit and in no
) But theaufbont:es found yourbusmess

- who worked for the Swiss corporation

. ya. Howdo yourespond?

s teft. .

h K evinMulcahy. y gave the grand jury tesh-
< .mony thatled to your indictments. Why

- fied against you?

" wound tp taking $4,500 in cas sh out of

_this, in order to protect himseif trom
the supnosed revenge that Terpl a{)xjj

t

tive computer tachnology to Sowat KGB
agentsinlran.
Totally untruz, We havn never ex-’

'

‘ported h:ght cmology, nor attempiag -
‘to. - ’

'

Tafoya, whois on trislin Colorade for v

R shoot/rg a Lfbyan dissident?

Tafoya was.dne of many-ex-Green

time oranother to provide training in .
Benghazi. He was only with us a couple
of months and at the time there was no
training going on. Tafoya didn't get
along with the Libyans; he was kind of.

talked to him once ortwice inthe
month or so he washere. | asked him
to leave. If he was contacted and hirad'.

dentin Colorado, l am unaware of this

way wou!d have condonad it.:

card in his wallet.
That wouldn’t be unusual. Anyone -

9o rran io

probably would have my business .
card, which has on it my telex number
and telephona number°

‘ One of yourp:latrecrmts, JohnAnthony X

Stubbs, charges that he knows for a.fact -
that you are the arms merchznt of L:b- R

Stubbs was down here for abouta -

S _month He took one test hop in a C-130."

* i, We found out thathe wasn't a qualified .

.7 pliot, but maybe a copilot at best. He i
_never flew anywhere. The Libyans put’
himin their copilots’ schooltor & cou-

ple of weeks, and he flunked outof -
that. The guy is an out-and-out fiar. He

" drank too much, burned his apartmant.’
- andwas released as a total lncompe-
. tent afiér one month. We nals Rim e

month's salary, whish we were never.
reumbureeu oy the Libyans for and he

o~

L

would your fonnercallea_gz.ehave rest:- i

Mulcahy is really a pathetic ﬁgure
an alcoholic with mental problems. He

my oftice the night ha laft. Because of
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. - wbuld take, he fec Seymour Hersh of

the New York Times the most unbeliev-

- &2bls lies, tabdrications and untruths.

QAT ApnANSAR

I:I‘:U-'C“th saysthat youmet with three
Cuban exiles In Geneva where you
pskee them tokill Umar Muhayshi, a dis-
sicznt Libyanliving in Egypt. Did you? .
I have no idea where any discussion’

ebout the killing of Muhayshi came up.

Terpil and } did meet with some Cu-
rans inGeneva. | offered them a job to

|

N\
}

come to Libya to assist in the anti-boo-

by trap and mine field school. They
turned down the job primarily because
they did not like Terpil. | don’t think |
should comment on it any further at
this time. . ’

If Stubbs and Muleahy were drunks and
‘Terpil was paranoid and Tafoya was a
“sirange character,” as you allege,
what! does this say sbout you as a per-
sonnelrecruiter?

Four out of 200 isn’t bad.

Since your indipi.wsnt, how:ﬁany times
have you beenout of Libya? ...
I've only been out of here twice in
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the last couple of years. Onc# In 1580

to go to Malta to expand my business
operations, and a coupie of monihs
agoto go to Rome for a mesting with
the Justice Department and the F2I.

What happened at that meeting? )
My case was discussed, butit’s not .

appropriate {or me to go into those do-
tails now. Justice has had no comment,

"so ! won’t either. But 1 do want to say

one thing for certain, that there were
no CIA agents present. | had ho meet-
ing there of any kind with the CIA; and
as to any discussion about the report-
ed plan to assassinate Colonel Qad-
dafi, that's more preposterous journal-
ism. Justice knows it, the FBI knows
it—ask’'em. . 0. Ul

How does your family feel about your

i have two fine teenage sons. In fact,
one visited here last summerand - *.

- wanted to stay. I made him go back

and toid him he had to finish ccliege.
They are bath very supportiveand -

know | haven't done anything wrong. " -

My wife, Barbara, and | are in the midst

-of a divorce. it’s been rough on'her;

She’s had to put up with all kinds of

- hate phone calls, calling me a traitor,

anti-Semitic and the like.
Do youthink yourlife s in jeopardy?

I never think about that. As you can
see, we never lock our doors here, .
even at night. it's never been my phi-~
losophy to look over my shoulder, po-
litically or physically.

Will youreturn to the Unlted States to
stand trial?

Yes, when the climateisright fora
fair trial. Right now that would ba im-

.possible. As long as there's a great

deal of arti-Libyan feeling in the Unit-
ed Stales;the pressis going to centin-
ue to give my situation flamboyant and
distorted coverage. The Justice De-

" partment has fed the press a continual

diet of half-truths and leaks; | ton't
‘know what thay hope to gain. | will go
back when.the timeisright—but for-
the moment, I'm quite happy here. [J

“l don’t feel sate anywirere,” says one of
‘Wilson'’s former pllols and chief accusers,

John Anthony Shubbs,

/17 - CIA-RDP09S00048R000100020091-1




